oh orooi 


PARAMOUNT/ 


na£ (/wn (jMfj&tatuw 


INVOICE NO. 12666 


Date January 12,1967 


r 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 


L 


h . r 


J ° L 


n 


j 


NOT PAID 


CUSTOMERS ORDER NO. 

STORE NO. 

DEPT. NO. 

WEIGHT 



MFS 



FOLD FOR WINDOW ENVELOPE ■ 


DESCRIPTION 


1852 U.S. Assay Office of Gold San Francisco 
Uniface Obverse Die Trial in Brass by Kuner 


1852 U.S. Assay Office of Gold San Francisco 
Obv. die Trial in Silver by Kuner 


NOTE: "FOR EXAMINATION" 


AMOUNT DUE 


THANK YOU FOR YOUR ORDER 


TITLE DOES NOT PASS UNTIL MERCHANDISE IS PAID FOR IN FULL 






















ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5, Missouri 


January 30# 1967 


Paramount International Coin Corporation 
$055 North K®in Street 
Dayton, Ohio 

Gentlemen* 

Thank you so much for your cooperation in sending us 
for examination the two purported 1852 uniface H.S,Assay Office 
obverse die trials for $50 slugs. 

These two pieces do not seem to us to be contemporary 
with their dating end ve also wonder whether the die from which 
they were struck is a genuine die. 

In our previous letter we requested information as to 
your source of these pieces, but you did not send it, *e would 
also like to know if the silver one could be the identical piece 
illustrated and sold as Lot 77k in the Mayflower Coin Auction 
of the Stearns Sale on December 2, 1966 and which brought $151*00 
according to prices realised. 

The brass die trial (offered at $265*00) which you sent 
weighs 73^ grains (sp,gr.9*2) and is extremely thin. It is double 
incuse on the reverse. It is obvious that it was double struck 
over the top of a previously struck piece from the same die. 

This bb done t apparently, on a metal press in order to aid in 
giving full relief to the obverse impression. 

The silver trial piece (offered at $1*95*00) weighs 233^ 
grains and has a specific gravity of 10,1, It also contains 
incusing on the reverse caused by being struck over the top of 
another coin fro® the same die, However, in this case, the other 
coin was so crushed by previous use as a backing that the incuse 
design is weak and only shows the higher portions. There is a 
planehet defect showing in the 7 o*cloek area cn the reverse, 

Ve would suggest thet you do not sell these pieces until 
further details as to their nature is obtained* 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Page 2 January 30, 1967 

Paramount International Coin Corporation 


Would you be nice enough to tell us the background 
which you know of these matters so that our study of them can 
continue. 


The two pieces are returned herewith. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P,NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETT 


EPN/atb 
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A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


Albert Kuner, Engraver. 

A Short Biographical Sketch of the Maker of the Territorial and Pioneer; 

Coins on the Pacific Coast. 

By I. LELAND STEINMAN. 

The virile history of California and other States and Territories on the 
Pacific Coast which issued private coins during the gold excitement in the 
late 40s and early 50s has been told often in song and story. The story that 
I have to tell is of one who was instrumental in making the metal remind^ 
ers of those eventful times which visualize and interpret that epoch-mak¬ 
ing period to historians and numismatists. 

George Ferdinand Albrecht Kuner, the subject of this sketch, who en¬ 
graved the die for the first coin of private California mintage and many 
others of like character, was born in Bavaria in 1819. He was familiarly 
known as Albert Kuner, having dropped the first two given names upon his 
arrival in San Francisco. His trade in Bavaria was that of gold and silver¬ 
smith, in which he was a master of his craft. He left Lindau, Bavaria, in 
1848 for the United States with the intention'of following the occupation 
of cameo cutting, in which he was particularly skilful; but, like many 
others, he was attracted to California by the marvelous gold discoveries, 
and arrived in San Francisco July 22, 1849. 

Shortly after his arrival he entered the firm of Moffat & Co., who were 
then smelting and assaying gold, and engraved for them the dies for the 
first $10 piece of private manufacture to be issued on the Pacific Coast. 
This coin bore the imprint of Moffat & Co. 

Among other dies which he cut at different times were those for the 
medals awarded by the Mechanics’ Institute of San Francisco, all the seals 
of Wells, Fargo and Co. from 1852, the first year of that company’s exist¬ 
ence, and the official seal of the State of California. He was paid $600 
for the first State seal, and when it became necessary to renew it, in 1883, 
he journeyed to Sacramento and engraved the new seal, for which he re¬ 
ceived $300. 

Mr. Kuner did not remain long with Moffat & Co. He left that firm and 
started in business for himself on Clay street, near Kearny, in October, 
1849, next moving to Kearny street, between Jaekson and Pacific streets; 
but being burned out in May, 1850, he returned to Clay street. Again be¬ 
ing burned out in May, 1851, he transferred his business to the Mithall 
Building, on Montgomery street, near California street. In 1852 he moved 
to Washington street, using a part of Braverman & Levy’s store, remain¬ 
ing at that address for 15 years. After that period he moved to the build¬ 
ing occupied by Wores the Hatter, where he continued for 17 years. In 
1884 he again changed his address to 704 Montgomery street, where he 
remained until 1891. 
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Mr.Kuner was very retiring and unassuming; his methods were methodical 
and painstaking; every specimen of his work was carefully recorded, near¬ 
ly all of which, together with most of his data, were destroyed in the great 
fire in San Francisco of 190 6, when his home, at the corner of Golden Gate 
avenue and Gough street, was burned. However, a record of many of the 
coins for which he cut the dies remains in his personal copy of the book 
issued by Eckfeld & Dubois in 1851, which was saved. In this book he made 
memorandum over each illustration in his own handwriting of the various 
California coins engraved by him. By means of these entries it is noted 
that he made the dies of the Moffat $5 and $10 pieces of 1849-50; the Bald¬ 
win $5, $10 horseman and $20 of 1850-51; the $50 Augustus Humbert 
octagonal slug with the denomination reading “Fifty Dolls.” and the name 
on the obverse around the border; the $5 piece of N., G. & N., 1849; the 
Schultz $5 and $10 of 1851; the Dunbar & Co. $5, 1851, and all of the 
coins issued by Wass, Mollitor & Co., as well as the die for the Deseret 
Assay Oflice $50 piece of Utali (I860). Mr. Robert Schaezlein, a personal 
friend of Mr. Kuner, stated that after Mr. Kuner received the order to en¬ 
grave the dies for this Mormon piece he showed him a trial pice struck 
from this die before the date and inscription had been added. This was 
the same pattern gold piece presented to Brigham Young and attached by 
him to his watch chain as a charm, and upon Mr. Young’s death the watch 
chain with this coin attached was sold for $30 0, and is said to be now in 
the possession of the Mormon Church at Salt Lake City. This trial piece 
was the coin that showed a reclining lion with mountains in the back¬ 
ground, and was of a much different design than that of the $5 piece of the 
Deseiet Assay Oflice issued for circulation. 

The Pacific Coast Numismatic Society at a recent meeting had the op¬ 
portunity, through the kindness of R. A. Kuner and his sister, Miss Bertha 
Kuner, to see specimens of their father’s handiwork. Among the exhibits 
which they placed on display were; Wax impression of $10 piece of Moffat 
& Co., 1849, without date and inscription, with memorandum written upon 
card stating that it was taken from the die in July, 1849, by A. Kuner, 
engraver, with Moffat & Co., southeast corner Montgomery and Jackson- 
streets; a trial piece in white metal of the $10 Baldwin horseman, show¬ 
ing but one side, that of the horseman; wax impressions of the Schultz & 
Co. $5, 1851; Baldwin $20, 1851; Wass, Mollitor & Co. $5, 1852; an as¬ 
sortment of octagonal and round 50-cent and $1 gold California pieces; 
wax impressions of some of Wells, Fargo & Co.’s seals; a number of silver 
medals of the Mechanics’ Institute, together with two copies of the unique 
$20 in silver and one of the $10 in the same metal of the Government of 
British Columbia, issued in 1862; these three coins were gold plated. In 
connection with these coins the following data has been secured through 
files of the Kuner family: Mr. Kuner had received the commission to en¬ 
grave dies for a contemplated issue of gold coins for British Columbia, 
and before turning over the dies to the Government of British Columbia 
he struck a few trial pieces in silver. These coins were struck on a coin¬ 
ing press which Lemme Brothers had brought from Germany. 

Mr. Kuner was very versatile. He had a great talent as an artist as 
well as an engraver. The writer was shown many fine examples of his 
work in water-colors, also many exquisite examples of his modeling in 
various materials. All of this was of original design and done outside of 
business hours solely for pleasure. None of this work was ever com- 
.mercialized. A large portion of the fruit of his labor is still carefully pre¬ 
served by members of his family. 

His hobby was animals, particularly horses, and he was extremely skilful 
in portraying them. A masterpiece which came under the writer’s obser¬ 
vation was that of a cane on which he had cut one continuous line of 
horses, which encircled it from bottom to top, each animal showing a dif¬ 
ferent posture and alive with action. The effect was that of a cavalcade 
of horses ascending an extremely steep circuitous mountain grade. 

Mr. Albert Kuner died on January 23rd, 1906, at the ripe old age of 8 6 
years, his death occurring a few months before the great fire which devas¬ 
tated his home city. The surviving members of his immediate family are 
three daughters and a son—Mr. R. A. Kuner, Miss Bertha Kuner, Mrs. 
Gehrcke, and Mrs. Albert Hermes. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


February 13, 1967 


Paramount International Coin Corporation 
£05>5> North Main Street 
Dayton, Ohio U5kl5 

Gentlemen: 

This is an amendment to my letter of January 30 , 


With respect to the 18£2 U.S.Assay Office Brass 
and Silver Kuner uniface pieces, we find in Adams 
book that these ere modern rsstrikes made after 1907 . 
They therefore should not be called, die trials. 
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THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
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5055 NORTH MAIN STREET • DAYTON. OHIO 45A15 • TELEPHONE: AREA CODE 513 278-9611 


February 21, 1967 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 

Thank you for your letter of January 30, 1967, which I did not 
see when I wrote to you last week. The only information I have 
concerning these coins came from John J. Ford, Jr. I believe 
that one, if not both, also were purchased from Mr. Ford. I 
know nothing about Lot #774 in the Mayflower Coin Auction. I 
have not seen the piece and do not know its origin. 

With best regards, I remain 



Q. David Bowers 
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